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The Computer Science Chapter of the U of C Alumni was officially chartered in June of 2006. 
This annual report covers the period from April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015. 

Objectives 
The objectives of the Chapter include the following: 

 To work with the University of Calgary Alumni Association in building and maintaining 
strong relationships and a sense of pride for alumni, friends, and students in the 
Department of Computer Science, the Faculty of Science and the University of Calgary. 

 To foster fellowship and involvement through a variety of alumni-focused events. 

 To establish a worldwide alumni network that takes pride in its computer science school 
and University. 

 To implement communication processes to encourage the involvement of alumni and 
friends. 

 In an advisory capacity, to assist in the development and refinement of educational 
programs. 

 To participate in and support recruitment, placement and other student activities. 

 To enhance alumni financial support to the department. 

Significant accomplishments 
The following are some of the accomplishments and results from the year. 

Endowment Fund: 

 Endowment Fund (Undergraduate) – There was $79,055 in the fund as of March 31, 
2015.  This is up from $71,391 since the same time last year. This fund enabled a 
scholarship of $2,200 to be awarded for the 2014/2015 year to Jessica Theresa Stark.  
The scholarship is annually awarded to a continuing undergraduate student entering 
second or third year. The successful candidate is selected based on academic merit, 
with preference being given to a student who demonstrates leadership and involvement 
in community activities. 

 Endowment Fund (Graduate) – The value of the Graduate Endowment fund balance at 
Mar 31, 2015 was $75,660, up from $69,175 as of March 31, 2014. This fund enabled a 
scholarship of $2000 to be awarded for the 2014/2015 school year to Ali Sehati.  The 
scholarship is annually awarded to a new or continuing graduate student in the 
department of Computer Science. The successful candidate is annually selected based 
on academic merit, with preference being given to a student who demonstrates 
leadership and involvement in community activities. 

 The CPSC Endowment Fund is on the list of designations for on-line giving. The website 
is http://www.ucalgary.ca/givinguc/ for persons that are interested in making a 
contribution.  All donations to the endowment fund are split 50/50 into the undergraduate 
and graduate fund unless otherwise specified by the donor. 

Executive Members:  
The executives that took office for a two year term starting on April 1, 2014 continue on the 
board, with the exception of Cam Chernier, who resigned from being a Member at Large on the 
board in the Spring of 2015. An election of the executive members to the CPSC Chapter is 
planned for the 2015/2016 academic year.  It is hoped that some current executives will remain 
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on the board to provide continuity, and also that at least a few new members are identified.  
Current executives are: 

President: Daryl Rasmussen 
Vice-President: Drakhshan Jamil 
Secretary: Katayoon Etamad 
Treasurer: Carol Gerber 
Communications Chair: Lilly Wong 

Website 
The website continues to be hosted by the department of computer science, and can be found 
online at http://alumni.cpsc.ucalgary.ca.  
 
The following Website Statistics information was obtained regarding the visitors to the website in 
the 2014/15 FY, as compared to the previous year: 
 

  Sessions Users Pages 
Viewed 

New Return 

        Visitor Visitor 

2013/2014 476 396 2181 80% 20% 

2014/2015 881 696 2493 78% 22% 

 

The number of people who visit our site peaks just before an event (October, January and 
March), and that most people are new visitors who view an average between 4 and 5 pages per 
visit, up from 4 per session last year.   
 
Given that our website has not had much new content in the last 3 years, other than to 
announce new speakers and executives, this is not surprising.  It was on our “to do” list for this 
year to review and update our website, and is currently underway by the Communications Chair, 
along with the assistance of a new volunteer, Mostafa Sayed.  Their goal is to remove any out-
dated content, and complete the revision and update of the site by this time next year. 
 
That said, it should be noted that the number of users this year has almost doubled over last 
year.  We feel that this indicates that we are presenting good presentations of interest to our 
alumni. 

Partnership with department 
As part of our close alignment with the Computer Science department, the chapter continued to 
be sponsored in 2014/2015 by the CPSC Department Head in his annual budget. This has 
allowed us to provide free access to the events for our alumni members, faculty and students. 
 
We also endeavor in return to support the department in any way possible.  This year, that has 
included: 

 Attending the department’s Convocation Tea in June of 2014 , and welcoming new 
grads to the Alumni community; 

 Offering to support the department in the planning and execution of its annual “Industry 
Day”, and putting out a number of promotional items (pens, post-it pads) for the 
attendees to help themselves to at that event; 

 Posting announcements of upcoming department events such as Industry Day and the 
Andrew Pearce Distinguished Alumni lecture 
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 Providing any information we have regarding our alumni’s and how to contact them to 
the Director - Alumni Relations, Faculty of Science. 

 
We welcome the opportunity to continue to assist the CPSC department in any way that we can, 
and maintain regular contact with the head of the department, Carey Williamson and the 
Director of Alumni Relations in the Faculty of Science, Leanne Marriott in order to facilitate 
whatever requests they may make of us. 

Communications 

CPSC Alumni Newsletter 

Lilly Wong (our communications chair) worked with Leanne Marriott, Manager of Alumni 
Relations - Faculty of Science, to create and send out our fourth newsletter to our Alumni 
members in October 2014. We aim to publish at least one newsletter a year, and are again 
targeting distribution in the fall. 

Videography 

The chapter continues to record and publish to You Tube our presentations and speaker events, 
when the speaker(s) agree to a media release, and allow non-local alumni to see the 
presentations, as well as permit interested persons in reviewing the material at their leisure after 
the fact. Unfortunately, due to technical glitches, the presentation by Prof. Mike Williams was 
not successfully recorded. 
 
All the presentations that we have recorded so far (since 2013) can be viewed on line at 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8pFx6Wu4QQRGOg-3MhLdgA  

Financial 

Current bank account  

The chapter has an operating account which is used to fund events, purchase supplies and 
promote the chapter. The current balance on the operating account as of March 31, 2014 was 
$1667.40. 

Sponsorships 

Our primary sponsor remains the Department of Computer Science, which provided us with a 
budget of $5,000 which was used to sponsor two speaking events with expenditures as outlined 
here-in. The unspent funds were retained by the department. 
 

Fundraising 

One of the goals of the previous year was to begin working towards self-sufficiency of the 
chapter, by seeking funding from sources other than the Department of Computer Science.   
In the 2014/2015 FY we began to seek corporate sponsorship in order to work towards being 
financially independent from the Department of Computer Science.  
 
Our first activity was to compile a list of 8 potential sponsors.  We chose companies that we felt 
had a connection with the discipline of computer science, and also where one or more members 
of the executive had a personal relationship with someone in the company who could potentially 
advocate for us.  We also drafted a solicitations letter, and determined what our “sponsorship” 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8pFx6Wu4QQRGOg-3MhLdgA
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levels would be, and what we would provide to a sponsoring company in return for their financial 
support.   
 
On the advice of the Manager of Alumni Relations in the Faculty of Science, Leanne Marriott, in 
October we submitted this list of potential sponsors to the Fund Development Department at the 
University of Calgary, and requested approval to proceed with our plan.  It was felt that, given 
the small amounts that we were seeking ($500 - $1500 per sponsor) we should not ask for 
money of any corporation that the University might also be in financial sponsorship discussions 
with, so as to not jeopardize the chances of approval of other requests which might be much 
more monetarily significant. 
 
While we waited for that approval to proceed, we continued to brainstorm our list of potential 
sponsors, and expanded that list to 15, and again requested permission to proceed from Fund 
Development.   
 
Though technically not part of the current FY, permission to proceed for 2 of the 15 companies 
was received in May, and request for $1500 was submitted to Shaw Cable via their on-line 
“Community Initiatives” site.  Also, an initial meeting with Kim McNabb of ArcCurve was 
scheduled for June to open the discussion with them.   
 
Before that meeting could proceed, the Manager of Alumni Relations in the Faculty of Science, 
Leanne Marriott, advised the CPSC Chapter executives that our questions about permission to 
proceed had raised the visibility of request like this as a whole among Alumni Relations and 
Fund Development personnel, and that as a result, a new Alumni funding model was being 
implemented university-wide.   
 
As requested by the Manager of Alumni Relations in the Faculty of Science, the chapter has 
ceased its fund-raising initiatives, pending ongoing information from the university on this front. 

Organization updates 
 LinkedIn group “University of Calgary – Computer Science Alumni Chapter’ - As of 

March 31, 2014, there are 959 alumni registered in this group up from 959 last year and 
869 the year before. 

 Executive update – Current positions are as listed on under the “Executive Members” 
section of this report.  Our Member at Large Cam Chernier has resigned after 4 years of 
service to the chapter (2 years as Vice President, 2 years as an executive Member at 
Large). A replacement is still sought in time for the upcoming elections in the 2015-16 
academic year.  Lilly Wong has expanded her role from Web Master to Communications 
Chair, and recruited a volunteer (Mostafa Sayet) to assist with the work to review and 
revise our website.  We are also actively looking for a volunteer for the position of video 
camera operator. 

Events held in 2013/2014 

 June 12, 2014 – 0th Reunion / Convocation:  The Chapter was on hand at the CPSC 
department tea to present each graduate with a pen and post-it note pad with our 
website address on it, and welcome them to the chapter.  We dispensed with requesting 
new alumni contact information, as the University of collects a forwarding e-mail address 
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from all graduates.  This means that this information need not be gathered manually by 
us anymore. 

 October 30, 2014 – Speaker Event – Dr. Tony Tang spoke on the topic of “Designing 
Interactive Technologies for Happiness” in ICT 516.  We had 47 attend, 24 no-shows, 
and 4 walk-ins. The total cost of the event was $997.90.   

 January 22, 2015:  “How to Get a Job in IT” Panel Discussion – 5 experts from the IT 
HR/Recruiting industry were invited to participate in a panel discussion on the subject of 
“How to Get a Job in IT” in Bio Sciences, Room 587.  A number of questions were 
prepared and circulated in advance, and asked at the beginning of the discussion, 
before opening the floor to questions from the audience. The format was quite 
successful, and the CPSC Chapter are planning another panel discussion for the winter 
of 2016 as a result.  43 people attended out of a total of 62 registrants, at a total cost of 
$986.30.   

 Mar 17, 2015 – Speaker Event – Prof. Mike Williams spoke on the topic of “What to do if 
You Don’t have a Computer” in Bio Sciences, Room 587. 91 people attended out of a 
total of 111 registrants, at a total cost of $1178.69.  This was by far our best attended 
event in a long time.  It was cross-promoted as a “reunion” for anyone who had taken 
Prof. Williams classes in the past.  Further exploration of this and other possible 
marketing approaches will be considered for future events. 

 A post-event survey was sent to all registered participants of the above 3 events.  On 
average, 74.3% of respondents indicated that they were “Very Satisfied” when asked 
about their overall satisfaction with each event.  25.7% were “Somewhat Satisfied”.  No 
one indicated that they were “Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied”, “Somewhat dissatisfied” 
or “Very dissatisfied”.  Copies of the complete survey reports are available for review 
upon request.   

Plans for April 1, 2015 to March 31, 2016 
 0th Reunion / Convocation:  the Vice-President and Secretary will attend the department 

of Computer Science’s annual Convocation Tea on the 11th of June 2015 and welcome 
new alumni in attendance to the chapter with pens and post-it notes.  Unfortunately, a 
photographer will not be available this year. 

 Creation of our sixth annual Newsletter – targeting for distribution in the fall of 2015 

 There are several events planned for the next year. Some possible speakers and topics 
we are pursuing include 

o Trevor Textor will speak on the subject of why cell phone plans are so expensive 
in Canada, and Broadband as the “Railroad” of our era in the fall – either October 
22 or 29th, 2015 (depending upon room availability). 

o The Executives are reaching out to some people they know who work in diverse 
areas in the field of IT, in order to develop a panel discussion on career 
alternatives with a degree in CPSC in January of 2016 

o Annual General Meeting for our members – targeting for some time in the middle 
of the winter semester, probably concurrent with the Jan 2016 event. 

 The Communications Chair, Lilly Wong, continues to re-vamp our website at 
http://alumni.cpsc.ucalgary.ca to include updated executive bios, better organization and 
access to annual reports and other information regarding the chapter, and possibly a 
new look.   She has also updated the chapter’s communications plan, which includes a 
new Social Media plan that focuses on the use of Linked In to promote events. 
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 We aim to increase the number of alumni registered in the chapter each year. Currently 
we are able to contact 2262 alumni.  1685 of them are living in or near Calgary. 

 The Chapter will continue to provide support to the U of C Department of Computer 
Science faculty and students as requested 

 

Ways to get involved 
 Visit the website at http://alumni.cpsc.ucalgary.ca. 

 Join the LinkedIn group “University of Calgary – Computer Science Alumni Chapter’ 

 Attend events 

 Offer the use of your location to host an event 

 Volunteer, be part of our executive team 

 Offer to give a talk or refer speakers 

 Contribute to the Endowment fund 


