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The Computer Science Chapter of the U of C Alumni was officially chartered in June of 2006. 
This annual report covers the period from April 1, 2016 to March 31, 2017. 

Objectives 
The objectives of the Chapter include the following: 

● To work with the University of Calgary Alumni Association in building and maintaining 
strong relationships and a sense of pride for alumni, friends, and students in the 
Department of Computer Science, the Faculty of Science and the University of Calgary. 

● To foster fellowship and involvement through a variety of alumni-focused events. 
● To establish a worldwide alumni network that takes pride in its computer science 

school and University. 
● To implement communication processes to encourage the involvement of alumni and 

friends. 
● In an advisory capacity, to assist in the development and refinement of educational 

programs. 
● To participate in and support recruitment, placement and other student activities. 
● To enhance alumni financial support to the department. 

Significant Accomplishments 
The following are some of the accomplishments and results from the year. 

Endowment Fund 
● Endowment Fund (Undergraduate) – There was $84,047 in the fund as of March 31, 

2017.  This fund enabled a scholarship of $2,800 to be awarded for the 2016/2017 year 
to Nathan Meulenbroek.  The scholarship is annually awarded to a continuing 
undergraduate student entering second or third year. The successful candidate is 
selected based on academic merit, with preference being given to a student who 
demonstrates leadership and involvement in community activities.   

● Endowment Fund (Graduate) – The value of the Graduate Endowment fund balance at 
Mar 31, 2017 was $78,756.  This fund enabled a scholarship of $2400 to be awarded 
for the 2016/2017 school year to Ali Sehati.  The scholarship is annually awarded to a 
new or continuing graduate student in the department of Computer Science. The 
successful candidate is annually selected based on academic merit, with preference 
being given to a student who demonstrates leadership and involvement in community 
activities. 

● The CPSC Endowment Fund is available for online giving for persons that are interested 
in making a contribution.  All donations to the endowment fund are split 50/50 into the 
undergraduate and graduate fund unless otherwise specified by the donor.  The 
address to do so is https://netcommunity.ucalgary.ca/ComputerScience. 
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Executive Members  
Elections for the executives that took office for a two-year term starting on April 1, 2016 were 
held at the Annual General Meeting on February 2, 2016. As a result, the current executives 
are: 

President: Daryl Rasmussen 
Vice-President: Drakhshan Jamil 
Secretary: Katayoon Etamad 
Treasurer: Lilly Wong (Till March 2017), Dick Miller (Current Acting till next AGM) 
Communications & Web Design Chair: Mostafa Sayed Hamzawey 
Social Media Director:  Eric Hong & Moshie Mughal (newly appointed by Executives) 
Members at Large: Vincent Chow & Mark Lane 

 
As per the Chapter Governance, Computer Science Chapter of the U of C Alumni 
Terms of Reference 

“The Executive will serve a two-year term with the option for renewal after each 
term. No one may serve more than two successive terms in one position, unless 
there are no other volunteers available and willing to serve in the position.” 

Partnership With Department 
As part of our close alignment with the Computer Science Department, the chapter continued 
to be sponsored in 2016/2017 by the CPSC Department Head in the annual budget. This has 
allowed us to provide free access to the events for our alumni members, faculty and students. 
 
We also endeavor in return to support the department in any way possible.  This year, that has 
included: 

● Attending the department’s Convocation Tea in June of 2016 & 2017, and welcoming 
new grads to the Alumni community. 

● Offering to support the department in the planning and execution of its annual “Industry 
Day”, and putting out a number of promotional items (pens, post-it pads) for the 
attendees to help themselves to at that event. 

● Supporting Faculty of Science initiatives, such as the Technovation Challenge with 
support in recruiting volunteers to act as mentors. Posting announcements of upcoming 
events such as Industry Day and “Distinguished Alumni” lectures. 

● Providing any information we have regarding our alumni and how to connect them to 
the Alumni Relations Specialist in the Faculty of Science. 

 
We welcome the opportunity to continue to assist the CPSC department in any way that we 
can and maintain regular contact with the Head of the Department and the Alumni Relations 
Specialist, Faculty of Science in order to facilitate whatever requests they may have. 
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Communications 

CPSC Alumni Newsletter 

No newsletter was published during the 2016/2017 academic year by the CPSC Alumni 
Committee.  With the appointment of a Social Media Director, the focus will be more and more 
on posting relevant information via Twitter and LinkedIn platforms. 

Videography 

The chapter continues to record and publish to YouTube our presentations and speaker 
events, when the speaker(s) agree to a media release, and allow non-local alumni to see the 
presentations, as well as permit interested persons in reviewing the material at their leisure 
after the fact.  
 
All the presentations that we have recorded so far (since 2013) can be viewed on line at 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8pFx6Wu4QQRGOg-3MhLdgA  
 
There have been two postings added this fiscal year to represent the two events that were 
held. 
 

● Fall 2016:  Creativity and Computer Science: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KPGInEP14Lo 

● Winter 2017:  Elements for Career Success: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iYihBCXyKE0 

 

Website 

The website continues to be hosted by the department of computer science, and can be found 
online at http://alumni.cpsc.ucalgary.ca.  
There have been a project running to revamp the current website to be more responsive and 
faster. Here is the trial and still in the process of migrating the data over the new one: 
https://hamzawey.bitbucket.io/cpsc_alumni/New_layout/Trial_1/web/index.html  
 
The following Website Statistics information was obtained regarding the visitors to the website 
in the 2016/17 FY, as compared to the previous years: 
 

   Sessions  Users  Pages 
Viewed 

New 
Visitors 

Returning 
Visitors 

2014/2015  881  696  2493  78%  22% 

2015/2016  1141  927  2248  80%  20% 

2016/2017  1034  808  2548  77.5%  22.5% 
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The number of people who visit our site typically peaks around the fall event   Most people 
seem to be new visitors suggesting that we attract a varied audience for our speaker events 
where interest is peaked depending on the event topic.  The winter event did not have as much 
traffic to the website, which could be due to the fact that the topic was more of a soft skills 
type vs having a pure CPSC focus.   
 
It is also important to note that we see this trend of site visits to decline due to the era of social 
media.  With more instant ways to view information, our efforts to cover all popular social 
platforms will become more crucial. 
 

LinkedIn  

The chapter maintains a group on LinkedIn, called “University of Calgary – Computer Science 
Alumni Chapter’ - As of March 31, 2017 there are 1024 alumni registered in this group, down 
from last year of 1025.  This group is primarily used by us to announce upcoming events, both 
on our own behalf, and when requested, for the department and other associated groups such 
as the CPSC Grad Students Society, and the Computer Science Undergraduate Society. 
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Now that the new role of Social Media Director has been created, there can be more effort put 
forth by the entire group to promote the group and grow the number of members.  We would 
like to focus on growing the group not only locally but also through any alumni members who 
are not able to attend events in-person who can always be “In the KNOW” by catching the 
presentations on YouTube.    
 

Twitter  

Currently the chapter maintains a twitter handle of “UCalgary Alumni” with 133 following and 
13  followers.  This has been a great way to get the word out for events.  It could possibly be 
the reason why the registration for the winter event was the highest ever for any CPSC event 
hosted by the Chapter.  This is yet another platform to tie into the latest social media trends to 
ensure if users miss the information on one platform, that it is presented on yet another 
platform using it to either reinforce the message or notify members who choose to default to 
just this platform. 
 

Facebook 
An open facebook page has been recently created at “CPSC Alumni - U of C”.    There are 17 
members within this group.  As an example the last event that was promoted has 29 followers 
and 78 people have visited the page. 

Financial 

Current bank account  

The chapter has an operating account which is used to fund events, purchase supplies and 
promote the chapter. The current balance on the operating account as of March 31, 2017 was 
$2362.55. 
 
There was a very generous private donation of $1000 made in Spring of 2017. 

Sponsorships 

Our primary sponsor remains the Department of Computer Science, which provided us with a 
budget of up to $5,000 which was used to sponsor two speaking events with expenditures as 
outlined here-in. The unspent funds were retained by the department. 

Fundraising 
Nothing new to report.  The chapter continues to rely solely on the two above funding means.   
  
As requested by the Alumni Relations Specialist in the Faculty of Science, the chapter has 
ceased its fund-raising initiatives, pending concrete direction from University Development and 
Alumni Engagement group on this front.   
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Organization Updates 

Executive Update 
Current positions are as listed on under the “Executive Members” section of this report.  Lilly 
Wong has retired from the position of Treasurer in early 2017.  Dick Miller has been assigned 
the role from Member at Large to Acting Treasurer.  A new role of Social Media Director was 
created and Eric Hong/Moshie Mughal were assigned the role by the Executives.  We have 3 
new members at large on the executive, while the President (Daryl Rasmussen), Vice President 
(Drakhshan Jamil), Secretary (Katyoon Etamad) and Communications Chair (Mostafa Sayed) 
continue in their current positions.   
 
Graham Irving is our SciACC liaison who is invited to all CPSC Alumni Executive Meetings and 
frequents them regularly. 

Promotional Items 

Banner 

The Executive decided this year to replace the banner that had become damaged with a new 
one which is in keeping with the new University visual design standards.  This banner made its 
first appearance at the Fall 2016 event.  Total cost of $609 incurred which was paid by the 
CPSC Department. 

10th Anniversary Commemorative Items 

2016-17 marked the 10th anniversary of the Computer Science Chapter of the University of 
Calgary Alumni Association, and also the 50th anniversary of the university as a whole.  At the 
suggestion of Dr. Carey Williamson, the chapter decided to get metal business card holders 
with the university logo and the chapter’s formation and anniversary date embossed upon the 
front.  These were first handed out at the Fall Event 2016 and then the Winter event 2017.  The 
leftovers would be distributed to new grads at the Departmental Convocation Tea held on June 
8 2017.  Total cost of $1100.92 for 150 units which was paid by the CPSC Department. 

Events held in 2016/2017 
● June 9, 2016 – 0th Reunion / Convocation:  The Chapter President and Secretary were 

on hand at the CPSC department tea to present each graduate with a pen and post-it 
note pad with our website address on it, and welcome them to the chapter.   

● October 25, 2016 – Speaker Event – Edward Tse of Smart Technologies presented 
“Creativity and Computer Science - From Passion to Profession”.  The event was held 
in Biological Sciences Building Room 587.  We had 41 attend out of a total of 65 
registered. The cost of catering for the event was $996.77 and no charge for Comm. 
Media. 

● February 7, 2017 - Speaker Event - Richard Bucher of Right Management presented 
“Elements for Career Success”  Due to the nature of this topic being broad enough to 
entice a wide audience, this event invite was sent to all of the Science Alumni (rather 
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than just CPSC).  The event was held in Biological Sciences Building Room 587.  68 
people attended out of a total of 109 registrants (extreme weather could of prevented 
those registered to not attend at the last minute), at a cost of $1556.94 for catering with 
no costs for Comm. Media. 

● A post-event survey was sent to all registered participants of the above 2 events.  
o Fall Event:  9 respondents to survey.  All remarks were positive. 
o Winter Event:  15 people responded to the survey and overall the event was very 

well received.  
 The CPSC Alumni Executives believe that they are providing events of interest and 
value to CPSC Alumni, and will continue on a similar track in the upcoming academic 
year.  Copies of the complete survey reports are available for review upon request.   

Plans for Next Year (April 1, 2017 to March 31, 2018) 
● 0th Reunion / Convocation:  the President, Secretary and Social Media Rep will attend 

the department of Computer Science’s annual Convocation Tea on the 8th of June 2017 
and welcome new alumni in attendance to the chapter with 10th anniversary metal 
business card holders, pens and post-it notes. 

● There are a minimum of 2 events planned for the next year. Some possible speakers 
and topics we are pursuing include 

o Nominees for Calgary’s “Top 40 under 40”. 
o A grad student or someone from the University Research park. Request that the 

Alumni Executives reach out to possible speakers in their circle of influence, 
including the Graduate Studies Coordinator.  

o Invite one of the CPSC professors to introduce their research area, but in a way 
that is more understandable for broader audiences. 

 
 

● SciACC Liaison:  The Chapter will continue to attend SciACC meetings as well have a 
member from the SciACC be present at the Chapter Executive Meetings.  This allows 
sharing of information on a broader “Science” perspective to ensure that both groups 
operate on a synergetic level for when there are opportunities for the two groups to 
collaborate and/or feed into each other. 

● Creating Liaisons with other Groups:  In the past there has been some attempts to form 
liaisons between the UofC undergrad/grad society.  These groups are key groups for 
the Alumni Chapter due to sharing of data, information and most importantly 
encouraging future alumni to be actively involved with the Alumni Chapter.  A continued 
effort to have dedicated liaisons between these groups will be pursued in the 
2017-2018 FY. 

● The Communications Chair, Mostafa Sayed, continues to update our website at 
http://alumni.cpsc.ucalgary.ca to include updated executive bios, better organization 
and access to annual reports and other information regarding the chapter. 

● We aim to increase the number of alumni registered in the chapter each year. Currently 
we are able to contact 1862 CPSC Alumni living in Calgary or the surrounding area. 

● The Chapter will continue to provide support to the U of C Department of Computer 
Science faculty and students as requested. 
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● Social Media Strategy:  With social media being a key means of communication these 
days, the Alumni Chapter will continue to maintain the most popular means of sharing 
the information via platforms such as Twitter, LinkedIn and Facebook.  Although the 
information might seem repetitive in nature, it is to ensure that a broad audience is 
engaged and informed.  
 
Our strategy is to engage computer science alumni and students through various social 
platforms. Social media can help captivate a broader audience, having multiple 
channels will allow our audience to have a connection with the computer science 
alumni chapter and inhibit inclusivity with the university of calgary at large. 

 
o We aim to keep alumni and students updated with the latest news in the field of 

computer science. Another objective that we have with our social platform is to 
help the students in the transitioning phase from student to working professional 
with relevant job posts. 

 
o We aim for our alumni and students to have a closer connection with the faculty 

of science, this means that we will be inviting them out to various different 
events hosted by the faculty of science through social media. 

Ways to get Involved 
● Visit the website at http://alumni.cpsc.ucalgary.ca. 
● Join the LinkedIn group “University of Calgary – Computer Science Alumni Chapter’ 
● Join Twitter @ UCalgary Alumni 
● Join Facebook Group at CPSC Alumni - U of C 
● Attend events 
● Offer the use of your location to host an event 
● Volunteer, be part of our executive team 
● Offer to give a talk or refer speakers 
● Contribute to the Endowment fund 
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