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The Computer Science Chapter of the U of C Alumni was officially chartered in June of 2006. This 

annual report covers the period from April 1, 2017 to March 31, 2018. 

Objectives 
The objectives of the Chapter include the following: 

● To work with the University of Calgary Alumni Association in building and maintaining strong 

relationships and a sense of pride for alumni, friends, and students in the Department of 

Computer Science, the Faculty of Science and the University of Calgary, 
● to foster fellowship and involvement through a variety of alumni-focused events, 
● to establish a worldwide alumni network that takes pride in its computer science school and 

University, 
● to implement communication processes to encourage the involvement of alumni and friends, 
● in an advisory capacity, to assist in the development and refinement of educational programs, 
● to participate in and support recruitment, placement and other student activities, 
● to enhance alumni financial support to the department. 

Significant Accomplishments 
The following are some of the accomplishments and results from the year. 

Endowment Fund 
● Endowment Fund (Undergraduate) – There was $90,644 in the fund as of March 31, 2018.  This 

fund enabled a scholarship of $3,000 to be awarded for the 2017/2018 year to Sharon Wang.  The 

scholarship is intended to be awarded annually to a continuing undergraduate student entering 

second or third year. The successful candidate is selected based on academic merit, with 

preference being given to a student who demonstrates leadership and involvement in community 

activities. 
 
Sharon sent the following note: 

“Thank you, sincerely, for your generous award.  As a computer science student, this award not 

only serves as validation of my efforts and progress in my degree, it also provides me with the 

financial support to be able to consider both job prospects and attending events that require 

travel.  I absolutely love engaging in both the university community as well as the City of 

Calgary, so I am ecstatic to be awarded for my participation outside of regular course duties.  

Once again, I really appreciate this award and I am tremendously honoured to be the recipient.” 

 
● Endowment Fund (Graduate) – The value of the Graduate Endowment fund balance at Mar 31, 

2018 was $82,340.  No award was made for the 2017/2018 school due to a lack of suitable 

candidates.  The scholarship is intended to be awarded annually to a new or continuing graduate 

student in the department of Computer Science. The successful candidate is selected based on 

academic merit, with preference being given to a student who demonstrates leadership and 

involvement in community activities. 
● The CPSC Endowment Fund is available for online giving for persons that are interested in 

making a contribution.  All donations to the endowment fund are split 50/50 into the 
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undergraduate and graduate fund unless otherwise specified by the donor.  The address to do so is 

https://netcommunity.ucalgary.ca/ComputerScience. 

Executive Members 
The Annual General Meeting was held November 15, 2016 and the following Executive members elected 

or re-elected for a two-year term: 

 

President:     Daryl Rasmussen 

Vice-President:     Drakhshan Jamil 

Secretary:     Katayoon Etamad 

Treasurer:      Dick Miller 

 

Non-Executive Members 
In addition to the executive, the following are currently contributing members of the Chapter: 

 

Communications & Web Design Chair:  Mostafa Sayed Hamzawey 

Social Media Chairs:    Eric Hong & Moshie Mughal 

Members at Large:    Mark Lane 

 

As per the Chapter Governance, Computer Science Chapter of the U of C Alumni 

Terms of Reference 

“The Executive will serve a two-year term with the option for renewal after each 

term. No one may serve more than two successive terms in one position, unless 

there are no other volunteers available and willing to serve in the position.” 

 

The Executive thanks outgoing Secretary Lilly Wong’s for her past service to the Chapter and the 

Executive and welcomes Dick Miller to the position of Treasurer. 

Partnership with Department 
As part of our close alignment with the Computer Science Department, the chapter continued to be 

sponsored in 2017/2018 by the CPSC Department Head in the annual budget. This has allowed us to 

provide free access to the events for our alumni members, faculty and students. 

 

We also endeavor in return to support the department in any way possible.  This year, that has included: 

● attending the department’s Convocation Tea in June of 2017, and welcoming new grads to the 

Alumni community, 
● offering to support the department in the planning and execution of its annual “Industry Day”, 

and putting out a number of promotional items (pens, post-it pads) for the attendees to help 

themselves to at that event, 
● supporting Faculty of Science initiatives, such as the Technovation Challenge, by helping 

recruiting volunteer mentors and posting announcements of upcoming events such as Industry 

Day and “Distinguished Alumni” lectures, 
● providing information about our alumni and how to connect them to the Alumni Relations 

Specialist in the Faculty of Science. 
 

https://netcommunity.ucalgary.ca/ComputerScience
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We welcome the opportunity to continue to assist the CPSC department in any way that we can and to 

maintain regular contact with the Head of the Department and the Alumni Relations Specialist, Faculty of 

Science in order to facilitate whatever requests they may have. 

 

This year Maryam Majedi from the CSGS (Computing Science Graduate Society), and Emily Chow from 

the CSUS (Computer Science Undergraduate Society) attended some of our meetings to discuss potential 

collaboration. 

Communications 

CPSC Alumni Newsletter 

The newsletter has been discontinued as the Committee moves its communication focus to social media 

such as Twitter, LinkedIn, Facebook, and our web site. 

Videography 

The chapter continues to record and publish to YouTube our presentations and speaker events, when the 

speaker(s) agree to a media release, and allow non-local alumni to see the presentations, as well as permit 

interested persons to review the material at their leisure after the fact.  All the presentations that we have 

recorded (since 2013) are online at: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8pFx6Wu4QQRGOg-3MhLdgA 

 

The two new 2017/2018 individual event videos are at: 

 

● Fall 2017:  From Geometric Modeling to Digital Earth:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTEJnuf2hRU 

● Winter 2018:  Think Like an Entrepreneur: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DozIlQzo32o 

Website 

The website continues to be hosted by the Department of Computer Science, and can be found online at 

http://alumni.cpsc.ucalgary.ca.  

We are in the process of revamping the current website to make it more responsive and up-to-date. 

 

The following website statistics show 2017/2018 usage as compared to previous years’: 

 

  Sessions Users Pages 

Viewed 

New 

Visitors 

Returning 

Visitors 

2014/2015 881 696 2493 78% 22% 

2015/2016 1141 927 2248 80% 20% 

2016/2017 1034 808 2548 77.5% 22.5% 

2017/2018 313 241 727 98.3% 1.7% 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8pFx6Wu4QQRGOg-3MhLdgA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTEJnuf2hRU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DozIlQzo32o
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Over the past year, the number of site visits exhibits two peaks, corresponding to the times of our two 

events.  This is typical behaviour, indicating that web site traffic is driven largely by interest in our 

events.  Moving into the future we anticipate redirecting our development efforts more towards social 

media as opposed to the web site. 

 

LinkedIn  

The chapter maintains a group on LinkedIn, called “University of Calgary – Computer Science Alumni 

Chapter’ - As of March 31, 2018 there are 1021 alumni registered in this group, down from last year’s 

1024.  We primarily use the group to announce upcoming events, both on our own behalf, and when 

requested, for the department and other associated groups such as the CPSC Grad Students Society, and 

the Computer Science Undergraduate Society. 

 

As part of our move towards social media, we plan to focus on growing the group, not only locally, but by 

reaching out to members who are unable to attend events in-person. 
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Twitter  

Currently the chapter maintains a twitter handle of “UCalgary Alumni CPSC” 

(https://twitter.com/CPSCAlumni_UofC) which is following 565 accounts and has 39 followers.  This 

contrasts with 133 and 13 respectively from last year, indicating a large yearly increase in interest. Twitter 

has been a great way to “get the word out” for events.  

Facebook 
Our historical Facebook group, called “CPSC Alumni - U of C,” with 19 members, is currently being 

phased-out in favour of our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/cpsc.alumni.ucalgary), which has 

34 followers. 

Financial 

Current bank account  

The chapter has an operating account which is used to fund events, purchase supplies and promote the 

chapter for items not covered by the department of Computer Science. The current balance on the 

operating account as of March 29, 2018 was $2339.15. 

Sponsorships 

Our primary sponsor remains the Department of Computer Science, which provided us with a budget of 

up to $5,000, which was used to sponsor two speaking events with expenditures as outlined here-in. The 

unspent funds were retained by the department. 

Organization Updates 

Executive Update 
Current positions are as listed on under the “Executive Members” section of this report.  Dick Miller has 

moved from the interim position of Acting Treasurer to the executive position of Treasurer. 

 

Graham Irving continues as our SciACC liaison.  He has a standing invitation to all our meetings and 

attends regularly, keeping us up-to-date and providing valuable insights and suggestions to better run our 

Chapter. 

Promotional Items 
 

This year we exhausted our supply of our promotional 10-year anniversary business card holders, Post-It 

pads and pens.  In the 2018-19 academic year, we hope to purchase new promotional items, but as of the 

time of writing, we have not yet decided what those items should be. 

Events held in 2017/2018 

● The Chapter Executive held seven meetings during the season. 
● June 8, 2018 – Convocation:  Chapter President Daryl, Secretary Katayoon, Social Media 

Director Eric, and Member-at-Large Mark represented the Chapter at the CPSC departmental 

Convocation Tea to congratulate new graduates and introduce them to the Chapter.  

https://www.facebook.com/cpsc.alumni.ucalgary
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● November 15, 2017 – Speaker Event – Dr Faramarz Samavati, Professor and Associate Head of 

the Department of Computer Science, University of Calgary presented “From Geometric 

Modeling to Digital Earth”.  The event was held in Science Theatre room 143.  84 people 

attended of 113 registered. The cost of catering for the event was $1075.90.  There was no charge 

for Comm. Media. 
● February 7, 2017 – Think Like an Entrepreneur:  Panel Discussion – Eric Sit moderated this panel 

discussion featuring Dr. Abbas Sarraf, co-Founder of Aimsio, Inc;  Dr. Frank Maurer, Associate 

Dean, Innovation and Strategic Partnerships and Co-Founder of VizworX;  Mr. Jeff LaFrenz, Co-

Founder and President of VizworX;  and Mr. Chris Proctor, Leader, ATB Financial – 

Entrepreneur Centre.  The event was held in the Earth Science building, room 162.  65 people 

attended of 129 registered.  The cost of catering was $1175.22, and the cost of parking for 

panelists was $40.00.  There was no charge for Comm. Media. 
 

A post-event survey was sent to all registered participants of the above November and February 

events. 
o Fall Event:  15 people responded to the survey. 
o Winter Event:  11 people responded to the survey, with positive comments, particularly 

regarding the high degree of knowledge of the panelists. 
 

The CPSC Alumni Executives believe that they are providing events of interest and value to 

CPSC Alumni, and will continue on a similar track in the upcoming academic year.  Copies of the 

complete survey reports are available for review upon request. 

Plans for Next Year (April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019) 
● Convocation:  member of the Chapter Executive will attend the Department of Computer 

Science’s annual Convocation Tea on the 2018 to welcome new alumni and promoter the 

Chapter. 
● There are a minimum of 2 events planned for the next year.  The Executive is reviewing options 

that complement previous event and are relevant to our Alumni and the computing science 

community at large. 
● SciACC Liaison:  The Chapter will continue to attend SciACC meetings as well as invite SciACC 

to send a representative to Chapter Executive Meetings.  This will allow sharing of information 

on a broader “Science” perspective to ensure that the two groups can collaborate effectively. 
● Liaisons with other groups:  We will continue with our efforts to form liaisons with the U of C 

undergrad and graduate societies.  These groups are key groups for the Alumni Chapter to help 

reach current and future alumni.  Maintaining liaisons with these groups has proven to be a 

challenge in the past, largely due to the transient nature of their executive. 
● The Communications & Web Design Chair, Mostafa Sayed, continues to update our website to 

include updated executive bios, better organization of, and access to, annual reports and other 

information regarding the chapter. 
● We aim to increase the number of alumni registered in the chapter each year. 
● The Chapter will continue to provide support to the U of C Department of Computer Science 

faculty and students as requested. 
● Social Media Strategy:  With social media being a key means of communication these days, the 

Alumni Chapter will continue to maintain the most popular means of sharing the information via 

platforms such as Twitter, LinkedIn and Facebook. 
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● Our strategy is to engage computer science alumni and students through various social platforms. 

Social media can help captivate a broader audience, and multiple channels will allow our 

audience to connect with the Chapter. 

 

o We aim to keep alumni and students updated with the latest news in the field of computer 

science, and to help students transition from student to working professional. 

 

o We will help our alumni and students develop a closer connection with the Faculty of 

Science, by inviting them to Faculty events our social media. 

Ways to get Involved 
● Visit the website at http://alumni.cpsc.ucalgary.ca 
● Join the LinkedIn group “University of Calgary – Computer Science Alumni Chapter’ 
● Join Twitter @ UCalgary Alumni 

● Join Facebook Group at CPSC Alumni - U of C 

● Attend events 
● Offer the use of your location to host an event 
● Volunteer, be part of our executive team 
● Offer to give a talk or refer speakers 
● Contribute to the Endowment fund 
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