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Get Involved 
It is easy and rewarding to get 

involved with the Computer Science 

Alumni Chapter: 

 Join LinkedIn “University of 

Calgary – Computer Science 

Alumni Chapter” 

 

 Join the Chapter Executive 

 

Volunteering your time and 

expertise is a great way to give 

back to the University and to 

support the goals of the Chapter 

- all while having a lot of fun! 

 

 Be a Speaker.  Do you have an 

interesting story that would 

inspire and inform our alumni 

and students? Contact us at 

cpsc@alumni.ucalgary.ca 

with your suggestions. 

 

 Support both undergrad and 

graduate CPSC students through 

the alumni fund. 

 

http://www.ucalgary.ca/givinguc 

 

 Attend Chapter events. 

 

The best way of all to get 

involved is to take part in 

Chapter events and to 

encourage other alumni to 

attend.  Visit 

http://alumni.cpsc.ucalgary.ca/ 

for updates on our latest talk. 

See you at the next event! 

 

 

 

Executive Members:  
 
The executives that took office for a two year term starting on April 1, 2014 continue 

on the board, with the exception of Cam Chernier, who resigned from being a 

Member at Large on the board in the Spring of 2015. An election of the executive 

members to the CPSC Chapter is planned for the 2015/2016 academic year.  The 

current executive members are: 

President: Daryl Rasmussen 

Vice-President: Drakhshan Jamil 

Secretary: Katayoon Etamad 

Treasurer: Carol Gerber 

Communications Chair: Lilly Wong 
 

Upcoming Events 

 Trevor Textor will speak on the subject of why cell phone plans are so 

expensive in Canada, and Broadband as the “Railroad” of our era at 6pm 

on October 22, 2015 in BioSc 587. 

 Panel discussion on IT career alternatives with a degree in CPSC in 

January of 2016 combined with an Annual General Meeting.  Watch for 

more details closer to the date.  

Missed a talk?   

All the presentations that we have recorded so far (since 2013) can be viewed on 

line at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8pFx6Wu4QQRGOg-3MhLdgA  

 

Scholarship Winners 
 
There was $79,055 in the in the undergraduate scholarship fund as of March 
31, 2015.  This fund enabled a scholarship of $2,200 to be awarded for the 
2014/2015 year to Jessica Theresa Stark.  
 
As of Mar 31, 2015 the Graduate Student scholarship fund had $75,660. This 
fund enabled a scholarship of $2000 to be awarded for the 2014/2015 school 
year to Ali Sehati.   
 
Congratulations to both of our scholarship winners! 

 

What did we do this year?  See the Annual Report to find out.  Click here 

mailto:cpsc@alumni.ucalgary.ca
http://www.ucalgary.ca/givinguc
http://alumni.cpsc.ucalgary.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8pFx6Wu4QQRGOg-3MhLdgA
http://alumni.cpsc.ucalgary.ca/AnnualReports/2014-2015%20-%20Chapter%20Annual%20Activity%20Report_Final%20Version.pdf
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Computer Science Department Nuggets 
 

Faculty 
 
There were several changes in our faculty complement this year.  
On the outbound side, Saul Greenberg took early retirement in 
June 2015, much like Lisa Higham did in December 2013. We also 
lost well-loved instructor Robert Collier, who moved to Ottawa. 
 
On the inbound side, our three recent arrivals include: Dr. Lora 
Oehlberg (BSc Stanford, PhD Berkeley), who is an expert in 3D 
design for bio-medical engineering (BME); Dr. Wesley Willett 

(BSc Colorado, PhD Berkeley), who is an expert in crowd-sourcing and visual analytics; and Nelson Wong (BSc/MSc 
Calgary, PhD Saskatchewan), who is our new fixed-term instructor. 
 
In other news, Dr. Ken Barker completed his 5-year term as Dean of the Faculty of Science in June 2015, and is now on 
a well-earned administrative leave prior to his return to the department. 

 

Awards 
 
Sheelagh Carpendale received a Tier 1 Canada Research Chair (CRC) in Information Visualization. This prestigious 7-
year award officially started January 2015. 
 
Five faculty members won Faculty of Science awards in May 2015:     
Established Career Community Engagement Excellence Award  Reda Alhajj  
Established Career Research Excellence Award  Sheelagh Carpendale  
Lifetime Achievement Research Excellence Award   Saul Greenberg  
Established Career Scholarship Excellence Award   Jalal Kawash 
Early Career Scholarship Excellence Award   Ben Stephenson 
This was a record haul for the department this year and we are very proud of all our winners! 
 
The co-winners of the Departmental Excellence Award for 2014-2015 were Professor Saul Greenberg and PhD student 
Leanne Wu. This year's recipient of the Fred A. MacKinnon TA Excellence award was Tyson Kendon. 

 

Student Chapter of the ACM 
 
Some energetic undergraduate students are preparing to launch an ACM 
Student Chapter in the Department of Computer Science at the University of 
Calgary. With help from faculty advisor Peter Hoyer and consultant Gerry 
Donaldson, they are assembling their executive, a plan, and a proposed 
budget. One of their ideas is to bolster our high-school recruiting into CS. 
Another is to do field trips to selected Calgary companies to learn more 
about the IT workplace. If you are interested in hosting a few visitors, let us 
know! 

 


